
Worship This Week: Sunday, February 17, 2019

Service begins at 10:15 a.m.
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Dear Friends,

In her book, An Altar in the World: A Geography of Faith, Barbara Brown Taylor
writes about Sabbath Keeping:

“At least one day in every seven, pull off the road and park the car in the garage.
Close the door to the tool shed, and turn off the computer. Stay home not
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because you are sick, but because you are well. Talk someone you love into
being well with you. Take a nap, a walk or an hour for lunch. Test the premise that
you are worth more than what you can produce – that even if you spent one
whole day being good for nothing, you would still be precious in God’s sight . . .”

Lent sometimes begins in February, but Ash Wednesday isn’t until the first week
of March this year. So February becomes for us a particular gift: the gift of a
longer season after Epiphany, time to abide for a spell in the grace of the day-to-
day; time to reflect on who Jesus is, for whom he came, what he came to do, and
how we shall respond and follow; time to remember our calling and to whom we
belong.

Sabbath Keeping is the regular, ancient practice of honoring God’s command to
slow down, cease work, and be spiritually renewed. Many of us are in need of
such a practice in our hectic, stressed, and over-scheduled world. This includes
the many dedicated volunteers at Trinity, who share so much of themselves, their
time and their gifts, in service to the church’s ministries and missions.

So, during this extended Epiphany season, renew your commitment to being in
worship each Sunday. It is the heart of our life together as a community of faith,
and the single most important thing you can do to grow in faith and nurture your
relationship with God. It is what defines and orients us for all else that follows.

Deepen friendships and encourage one another toward a more balanced life
through study, prayer and fellowship. Pray each day. Set aside a little time for a
daily devotional, such as _The Upper Room, Our Daily Bread or d365.org, to help
focus your prayer life and grow as a disciple of Christ.

Slow down and allow yourself to rediscover joy in your daily conversations with
the Lord. Though it might sound counterintuitive to cancel meetings during one of
the busiest times in the church year, consider when your committees might take
a break, a Sabbath, and not meet. In what ways might you claim a healthier and
more balanced rhythm in your life? Is there some load you are carrying that God
is calling you to put down or set aside?

Remember, your value is immeasurably greater than the sum total of the work
you produce. You are cherished and loved by God not because of what you do,
but because of who you are. You are a child of God, and precious in God’s sight.

See you on the journey,

Kathryn
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Trinity Lee lights the Peace candle during 
service on January 20th, 2019.

Session and the Pastor occasionally are asked about what is involved in
becoming an ordained Minister. Over the last ten years, three of our members
have heard the call to follow the path to become Ministers of the Word and
Sacrament. Kathy Genus has been ordained and is serving as Pastor of All Souls
Parish (PCUSA) in Port Chester, NY while Scott DeCaro and Mark Terranova
are certified as ready to receive a call.

Do you think this may be the path that the Lord wants you to follow? Or do you
feel you have gifts for a particular pastoral service? Information is available in the
PCUSA Book of Order (BoO) and from the Monmouth Presbytery Committee on
the Preparation for Ministry (CPM) to help you explore the requirements of these
ministries. Please contact the Pastor or a member of Session if you would like to
explore this further.

Preparation for Ordained Ministry:



It is important that those who are to be ordained as ministers of the Word and
Sacrament receive full preparation for their task under the direction of the
presbytery. The presbytery enters into a covenant relationship with those
preparing to become ministers and with their sessions and congregations. This
relationship has two phases: inquiry and candidacy.

The inquiry phase provides an opportunity for the church and the person to
explore that call together so that the presbytery can make an informed decision
about the inquirer’s suitability for ordered ministry. The candidacy phase provides
for the full preparation of the person to serve the church as a minister. This is
done through the presbytery’s support, guidance, and evaluation of a candidate’s
fitness and readiness for a call to ministry requiring ordination.

Candidates must ordinarily complete a Master of Divinity degree at an accredited
seminary. Core courses required by Monmouth Presbytery include Intro to Old
Testament, Intro to New Testament, Greek and Hebrew, church history, Christian
education, preaching, PCUSA polity, pastoral care and counseling, and reformed
worship and sacraments. Parish field education and Clinical Pastoral Education
via chaplaincy are also required. Additional course work may be required to
correct deficiencies in the candidate’s undergraduate and/or graduate program.

For more information, please refer to the BoO (§G-2.06 “Preparation for Ministry”)
and the following link: http://monmouthpresbytery.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/Monmouth-Presbytery-CPM-Seminary-Requirements-
Final-10-11-2018.pdf

Ruling Elders Commissioned to Particular Pastoral Service:

There is also opportunity for Ruling Elders seeking to be commissioned for a
particular pastoral service in the presbytery. Based on the BoO (§G-2.10:
“Commissioning Ruling Elders to Particular Pastoral Service”), the CPM has
established a process for preparing for this ministry.

Accepted applicants work under the care of CPM. Theological education at an
approved seminary includes the following eight academic courses: Intro to Old
Testament, Intro to New Testament, Reformed Theology, Intro to Preaching,
Pastoral Care, Foundations of Christian Education, Presbyterian Polity, and
Reformed Worship and Sacraments. One unit of supervised field education at a
church other than their home church is also required.

For more information, please refer to the Book of Order and the following link:
http://monmouthpresbytery.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Monmouth-
Presbytery-CRE-Policy.pdf

http://monmouthpresbytery.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Monmouth-Presbytery-CPM-Seminary-Requirements-Final-10-11-2018.pdf
http://monmouthpresbytery.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Monmouth-Presbytery-CRE-Policy.pdf


Our Committee is actively working in the process of locating and calling Trinity’s
new pastor.

Our Committee, which the congregation elected, consists of Debbie Chen
(chairperson), Tom Bonomolo, Bob Carson, Kevin Conway, Ellen Jaegersen,
Nancy Noppenberger, and Leah Molino.

Candidates have begun to respond to our Ministry Information Form (MIF) with
their respective Pastor Information Forms (PIF’s), and the Committee is engaged
in talking to candidates.

While this process is intense and so critical to our church’s future, we also believe
that it is guided by the spirit of God, so we would ask that you keep our
committee and its work in your continual prayers for the coming months.

We also believe that God already knows who our new pastor will be, but we must
listen for God’s guidance as we go through the process, and we also pray that
Trinity’s future pastor is also listening for God’s call

Pictured above are some of our volunteers
serving the dinner trade

Soup Kitchen Volunteerism

Trinity members have been volunteering Elijah’s Promise Soup Kitchen in New
Brunswick for over 25 years. Join the group the second Wednesday of each
month from 5 PM to 7:15 PM. Round-trip transportation from church is available.
We prepare and serve meals to approximately 100-150 guests each evening.



Your help a few times a year is urgently needed.

For more information, contact Bob Sullivan - sullirj@comcast.net 
732-238-1749.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS – February 2019

• The PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) continues to receive PIFs (Pastor
Information Forms) from pastors interested in seeking a church ministry with
Trinity and they have started interviewing prospective candidates! 
• Each Committee on Session is creating 2019 goals! 
• M&D (Membership & Discipleship) is reviewing the church active member rolls
and will be sending out letters to those members we haven’t seen in a long time. 
• Confirmation Sunday is March 3rd! 
• Inquirers Classes are March 17 & 24. 
• Lenten Study Classes start Wed., March 6 and Sun., March 10. 
• CYFM Communion Workshop is March 31. 
• CYFM is forming a Youth Advisory Group and looking for both youth and adults
to join. 
• Worship is seeking volunteers for the Extended Communion Ministry. Please
see Beverly Bodor if you feel the call to this ministry. 
• Session continues to seek an elder volunteer to serve as a back-up
commissioner to Monmouth Presbytery meetings if the current commissioner is
unable to attend. 
• Get ready for the Rise Against Hunger event after worship on April 7!

Beverly Bodor, Clerk of Session

mailto:sullirj@comcast.net


Trinity has been blessed with some amazing youth leaders in the past, including
Lisa Cusumano, who needed to resign her position as Youth Coordinator at the
end of 2018. On January 27, about 50 youth and their families contributed to a Pot
Luck Dinner and celebration of Lisa and her ministry. The group purchased a leaf
commemorating Lisa’s service on the Tree of Life. We are truly indebted to her for
her years of service.

Going forward, Debbie Chen has agreed to continue to lead the youth program,
but with a slight change in direction - the program will move towards family-based
ministry. Many churches are moving away from the Sunday evening youth group
meetings and are working to engage youth in the intergenerational life of the
church, its mission and service. This doesn’t mean that there will be no time for
youth to hang out together as friends. Already, an initial meeting of the newly-
forming Youth Advisory Group has helped to plan activities for the rest of this
church school year that include serving dinner for FISH, preparing a Pancake
Lunch after worship on 3/10 to raise funds for Triennium, planning a Youth
Sunday worship service on May 5, and having a Youth Lock-in at the church
most likely sometime in March, and for those who are able, attending Triennium
this summer at Purdue University.

CYFM is using the book by Mark Devris, “Sustainable Youth Ministry”, as a guide
to building the necessary structure to provide the foundation needed to build a
strong youth program. This guide tells us, in no uncertain terms, that rather than
relying on one youth leader to do everything, many adults are needed – young
adults, parents of youth, and older adults, as well. We are in the process of
building that structure by establishing a Youth Advisory Group.

At this time, we are looking for adults who have a passion for Trinity’s Youth
Ministry to be a part of the Youth Advisory Group. As we all know, youth are the
future of the Church. With many hands and hearts, we can create the needed
structure to support the leaders and programming.

If you are an adult of any age who is interested in being a part of the Youth
Advisory Group or if you have more questions, please contact either Ann Chicchi,
chair of CYFM at 732-238-8896 or ChicchiRD@msn.com; or Debbie Chen at
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732-586-1144 or Debtchen@comcast.net.

Trinity will again be packaging food this spring for distribution across the country
and the world to combat hunger. On April 7 after worship we will be packaging
close to 13,000 meals. Invite your friends and neighbors. This is an increase from
last year where we packaged about 10,000 meals. We will need all hands on
deck. Keep an eye out for sign ups.

Trinity will be going to Haiti this year for a medical mission trip. We will be
traveling to Fond Parisien which is about an hour and a half from Port au Prince.
We will be staying at the Love a Child compound and holding medical clinics in
nearby villages daily. There will be a presentation of the Chen’s November 2018
medical trip to Haiti on February 24th after coffee hour. We will be meeting in the
youth lounge. Lunch will be provided. All are welcome to the presentation. Even if
you can’t go on the trip, there are many ways to support Trinity’s medical mission
team. For more information about the organization, visit www.loveachild.org.
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Have you taken photos during a Trinity Event? Would you like
them to appear in this newsletter? Email marcydalomba@aol.com

with a short blurb and space-permitting, I will include it in the
next month's newsletter.
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