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“Jesus left Nazareth and made his home by the sea of Galilee.

He did that to fulfill the words of Isaiah, “that the people living

by the sea in Galilee, who sat in darkness, have seen a great

light, and for them, light has dawned”. As Jesus walked by
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the sea, he saw fisherman casting their nets into the sea,

and he said, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers for people.

Immediately they left their nets and followed Him’

Dear Friends,

If we read the preceding verses that describe the way people in Nazareth reacted
to Jesus, we can see that they were like any of us at different times of our lives.
They were afraid to move, because they had no idea where to go or how to get
there — so they just hung on for dear life to where they sat. Their vision was
blocked by the all the ways of thinking and doing they’d gotten used to. Such
darkness is isolating, and scary!

But these verses proclaim that Jesus came like a great beacon, to show
everyone a way out, or through. He still comes to us today, to help us find a way
through our fear, and routine religion, directly into life in the Spirit.

“Follow me” is His summons, and although it is gentle it isn’t easy. The first
followers left their nets – which was everything they knew how to do for living.
When We answer that summons, it makes us ask, “What do I need to leave
behind to move more deeply into God’s will for me?” Following Jesus means that
we need to take a good look at our lives, to find out what are the “nets” that have
to go. Maybe they are the nets of busyness, or self-centeredness, or control, or
possessions. Maybe they are the nets woven around habits that keep us from
moving forward. Whatever our struggles might be, Jesus will always leads us
patiently through the process, so that our spiritual life can arise in growth, like the
dawn.

As we journey forward, we need to remember that following Jesus, has an implicit
responsibility — to become part of the light He brings to the world. That means
we’re called to be inviting others to enter God’s kingdom. It means we shine the
light that brings healing and helping hands to the needs there are in the world. It
means that what we say and do actually helps people to know, and be known by
the God who loves them. As each of us continues our Lenten journey towards
Easter, let’s seek, with renewed commitment to discover just how our light will
shine for the sake of His kingdom!

Peace and Blessings, Ed



On Sunday, March 23, 2020 Trinity celebrated its Sunday service with Mardi Gras-themed music. Mardi Gras
is French for "Fat Tuesday," also called Shrove Tuesday. It is the day before Ash Wednesday, which marks
the start of Christian Lent season leading up to Easter. During Lent, many Christians fast, and the name Fat
Tuesday refers to the last day of eating richer foods before the leaner days of Lent begin.

Trinity hosts 10 guests in FISH Hospitality
Program in February

Trinity hosted 10 guests in the FISH Hospitality program from Feb. 9 to 16. They
included four adults and six children ages 1 to 9, and program volunteers likely
never saw all of them in one place at the same time. That’s because even as they
struggle with homelessness, the parents continued to go to work and drive their
kids to school. Life’s struggles remain whether you live in your own apartment or
in a room at a church.

One night, C’s mother was rushed to the hospital while she and her 1-year-old



daughter were showering at the YMCA. E, a wise single father with two sons
ages 8 and 9, started a new job the week before the family joined the FISH
program. He had to drive the boys to school in Woodbridge, go to work in South
Brunswick, then pick up the kids at an after-school care program and drive back
to Trinity. A, a single mother with children ages 2 and 3, is a driver for Amazon
near Newark airport. She works three days a week from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
sometimes longer depending on her package delivery workload. After finishing
work, she had to pick up her sleeping children at the home of her aunt, who
babysits, and take an Uber to Trinity because FISH no longer has a nighttime van
driver. By the time she arrived at church around 10 p.m., her overtired children
had day and night mixed up. Despite all the challenges they faced, our guests
were gracious and very appreciative. If you had a chance to spend time with any
of them, you know they are sweet families going through a rough patch.

We would not be able to welcome these families into our church home without the
involvement of our entire community. Meeting rooms were changed, schedules
were disrupted and we all learned to share our space and work together. While
faithful Trinity members provide the foundation for FISH volunteer work, we are
blessed to have help from our surrounding community – volunteers who simply
want to make a difference in the world. In February, they included our Boy Scout
Troop 132, Crossways Fellowship from the God with Us Korean congregation
that shares our church, our nursery staff past and present, and others who
reached out to FISH to offer their services.

The FISH Hospitality Program, part of Family Promise (also known as Interfaith
Hospitality Network), provides temporary housing to the situationally homeless in
our area through affiliations with local churches. FISH provides safe and caring
environments where families sleep, eat and enjoy fellowship for a week at a time.
The program also assists families pursuing sustainable housing and employment
by offering adults career counseling by a social worker, along with help in
establishing a financial plan.

Trinity is proud and grateful to serve as a host church for FISH Hospitality, which
serves the situationally homeless between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. To be sure, whether
cooking, sleeping over, sharing time with guests or praying, the transformative
power of love is always present in FISH.

Trinity hosts FISH Hospitality three times a year. The next dates in 2020 will be
June 7 to 14 and September 20 to 27. Contact Debbie Chen at
debtchen@comcast.netor David O’Halloran at davidpauloh@gmail.com for more
information.
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Youth (11- 17 years) and Young Adults (out of high school – age 25 years) are
invited to attend a mission trip this summer.

The trip is planned for Sunday, July 5 through Friday, July 10. We would be
traveling both Sunday and Friday, so it will be an early morning leave time and
late evening arrival time on those days.

We plan to stay at Camp Whitman on Seneca Lake in Penn Yan, NY, in the heart
of the Finger Lake region. The camp is sponsoring Mission Trip Base Camp for
$265 per person. We’ll stay overnight at the camp in simple cabins and get to do
camp activities at the end of long work days in the vicinity. (They choose, as a
group, the activities they’d like to participate in such as: swimming, boating,
stand-up paddle boarding, kayaking, canoeing, archery, tie-dying t-shirts, low
ropes course, labyrinth walking, worship, campfires, cook outs, gaga balling…)
Mission work will vary each day and may include gardening, cleaning, painting,
creating structures on nature trails, sorting donations, food cupboard tasks,
spending time with people with developmental disabilities, and the like. Meals are
included from Sunday dinner through Friday lunch.

You’ll notice that this particular week will offer other programs for traditional
campers (ages 9 – 12 years) and Pine campers (people with developmental
disabilities ages 16 – 29 years). We will enjoy breakfast, dinner, and worship
together.

Check out the website at www.campwhitman.orgfor more information about the
camp.

Please notify Diane Hoener of any decision to either attend or not attend by
Sunday, March 15. We need a critical mass to make this a viable trip.

Any questions? Contact Diane Hoener at (585) 694-0881 or at
dianesteinhoener@gmail.com

CARING FOR SENIORS — Luncheon
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and Mandala Coloring

Caring for Seniors had a luncheon on Tuesday, February 11 attended by
approximately 20 seniors at Oak Creek Village in East Brunswick.

The activity was provided by a few members/friends of Trinity who colored
mandalas with the seniors after the luncheon.

It was a fun activity for all and many talented individuals in the group!

Holy Week and Easter
“I am the Vine and you all are the branches …You all have already been
cleansed and pruned by the word I’ve spoken to you." —John 15

We’ve been talking about Lent being a time for transformation and growth, and
this teaching is custom made for that emphasis. We often don’t recognize that,
especially when we recall the words about God “removing every unfruitful
branch.” But Jesus’ promise about being already cleansed and pruned is good
news! That’s because, being cleansed refers to God’s gifts of forgiveness, and
mercy and being pruned is about the removal of whatever is in the way of
fruitfulness.



The good news of that parable is that it’s not so much about how much” fruit” is in
the basket — as much as it is about how well connected I am to Jesus. It’s not so
much about performance as it is about partnership. This parable is actually a
promise about all the fruit that grows in you and me as a result of staying hooked
up to the Source.

Lent is an intentional season designed for making our connections to the Source
stronger. That is why it’s important to use this season well, and participate in the
“extra” services we are given to let God work with us. Here are the special
services we will be offering in Holy Week.

Palm Sunday April 5th — 10:15 am — On this day of celebration and lament we
will begin to ponder all the assumptions people had that Jesus challenged upon
His entry into this holy week

Maundy Thursday April 9th — 7:30 pm — With readings and mediations, this
worship service will explore Jesus’ final teachings to His disciples The service
will conclude with Holy Communion

Tenebrae Service April 10 — 7:30 pm — Through music, scripture, and brief
meditations, we will explore the purpose that moved Jesus to so willingly sacrifice
his life for the sake of the world.

Easter Service — 10:15 am — This service will focus on the new day — the new
reality — for all time, for all the world, that began with the resurrection of Christ!

Congregational Meeting begins with
Soup and Bread



In the beginning of February, the congregational meeting was held. The meeting followed after service, but
began with a soup and bread luncheon.

The “First Friday’s” Life Group!
The “First Friday’s” Life Group! This is a new small group that will meet and
Diane and Ed’s place at 40 Washington Avenue, Apt. 14 in Milltown. It meets from
6:30 - 8 pm on the first Friday of each month, and it will be an opportunity to
decompress at week’s end. This is a bring a beverage or snack to share
gathering. We will share our joys and struggles in the “real world” outside of
church, have a time for prayer, and engage in fellowship and support for each
other! When you can come, please call, text, or email Diane or Ed by the evening
of the day before, so we have enough chairs! The next First Friday will be on
March 6th!

The “Fourth Fridays” Life Group!
The “Fourth Fridays” Life Group! This small group will follow the same
schedule (6:30 - 8 pm) and have the same reason for gathering as the First
Fridays. BUT it will be held at different venues, that we will choose each time we
gather. The next Fourth Friday gathering will be at Bar Louie’s, located in the
Brunswick Square Mall on March 27th.



Both of these groups are, “Come as you are, come as you can gatherings!" There
is no ongoing commitment required! We’re looking forward to seeing you
whenever you can show up!

Casual Sundays are Coming!
The Worship Committee has decided to try something new! We know that
an important draw for the up and coming generations is being able to be
welcomed in a place, like a church, in casual comfortable clothes! (like clean
t-shirts and jeans) (AND without any withering stares). This is one of the
cultural changes that has already taken hold in the surrounding culture. SO,
we are planning to have Casual Sundays on the last Sunday of each month.

These services will also will also have some different elements of worship
(like Mardi Gras Sunday did) They will be more “user friendly” so that
anyone who has not been in a church will not feel self -conscious or out of
place. This does NOT mean that anyone has to change how they usually
dress for church. Everyone can dress the way they feel most comfortable!
This is just one initiative our church is implementing towards reaching
people who are not here yet!
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